
THE FALLEN 

 

LANCE CORPORAL GEORGE STANLEY KIRBY 

Service Number:  
114th Company Machine Gun Corps. 
Killed in action Monday 4th June 1917, Aged 25 
Essex Farm Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium 
Burbage War Memorial  
The Burbage Wesleyan Methodist War Memorial 

 

George Stanley Kirby was the third child and only son of 
George and Sarah Kirby. He was born on Windsor Street, 
Burbage in 1892. By 1911 the family had moved to No. 1 
(now 12) Salem Road, one of the houses that Benjamin 
Hurst, owner of Burbage Nurseries, had built for his 
horticultural workers. George senior worked as a nursery 
labourer at the Burbage Experimental Station, Grove Road, 
Burbage. The Hurst family were devout Methodists and 
preferred their employees’ children to attend the Wesleyan 
Day School. It is likely that George and his three sisters 
would have attended the school next to the chapel on 
Windsor Street where the family attended on Sundays. At 
the age of thirteen George would have left school and 
followed his two elder sisters Lilian and Mabel into hosiery 
manufacturing. By the age of nineteen George had trained as 
a Niantic machine operator, a highly skilled job in the hosiery 
industry. The Niantic was a circular machine which made the 
heels on hosiery. 

George enlisted at Hinckley on 18th November 1914. 
There are no records of where George served but the 114th 
Machine Gun Corps were attached to the 38th Welsh 
Brigade from 19th May 1916 and saw active service 
throughout the main battles of the Somme during 1916. The 
Machine Gun Corps suffered such heavy losses that they did 
not regroup to serve again until 1917. To have served with 
the Machine Gun Corps and reach the rank of Lance 
Corporal George must have been a very competent man. 
Also surviving service for over two years he must have 
survived many battles. 

It is difficult to trace where he eventually fell, as Essex Farm was 
used as a dressing station as well as a cemetery. It is highly likely 
George may have survived his injuries for a short time as there 
are no significant battles around his date of death. George died 
on 4th June 1917 and was buried at Essex Farm. His name is also 
commemorated on the Wesleyan Memorial at the church he 
attended throughout his short life. 
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Figure 189 1911 Census – 1 Salem Road, Burbage 


